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City of Griffin 
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August 5, 2026 
 
 Re: Griffin Gives Back Union Cemetery Community Service Project 
 
On January 27, 2026, the City of Griffin Board of Commissioners unanimously selected Union Cemetery 
as a Griffin Gives Back Community Service Project because of its historical significance to the City of 
Griffin, specifically the African American community. Union Cemetery is located on five acres at the corner 
of Placid Road and Grandview Drive. This cemetery is the last resting place of approximately 350 people, 
including many African Americans who were not allowed to be buried in “white cemeteries,” veterans, 
local church founders and members, and paupers. Wisteria vines and thick underbrush have covered graves 
and obscured headstones, preventing families and descendants from honoring their loved ones. A search of 
historical records has yielded some of the names of those buried there, but despite the best efforts of local 
churches who have fought to protect the cemetery for more than 100 years, there are many that have been 
lost to time and the encroachment of nature.  
 
The City of Griffin is seeking your help in improving Union Cemetery and shaping it into a place of 
peace, honor, and dignity. 
 
City of Griffin has budgeted to expend approximately $150,000 toward the removal of dead/dying trees, 
overgrowth, and other hazards located on the Cemetery, the repair and potential replacement of the fence 
surrounding the Cemetery, and the erection of a plaque to honor the site and its significance to our 
community. Additionally, the City also plans to treat this Project as a means of raising funds specifically for 
the Cemetery in hopes of preventing this maintenance problem from recurring in the future. The City’s 
current fundraising goal is $50,000 which will be placed into a Cemetery Trust earmarked for the future 
maintenance and perpetual care of Union Cemetery. Despite the large budget authorized by the City’s 
Board, to accomplish this goal, this Project will require significant contributions from local businesses, 
community groups, faith organizations, and volunteers.  
 
This letter outlines five ways that you can get involved:  

(1) Volunteering at a City cleanup event or hosting a cleanup day for your organization or business;  

(2) Volunteering for the City’s headstone etching and cemetery mapping event;  

(3) Volunteering for the City’s cemetery beautification event;  

(4) Becoming a Gold or Silver Sponsor for the Griffin Gives Back Union Cemetery Project; 

(5) Making donations (e.g. funds for future care/maintenance, equipment, supplies or food for cleanup 
days, gift certificates/items for a fundraising raffle, or beautification elements for the cemetery); or 

(6) Hosting a fundraising event for future care and maintenance of Union Cemetery 

If you, your business, or your community groups are interested in participating in improvement of this 
historic site through any of these ways, please contact Kelsey Carden at kcarden@cityofgriffin.com, with a 
CC to Alexa Robinson (arobinson@cityofgriffin.com).  
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VOLUNTEERING 
The City is hosting the following cleanup events whereby volunteers can sign up to cleanup at the Cemetery. 
The City will provide restroom facilities, dumpsters for disposing of the vegetation or trash, gloves, water, 
first aid kits, tools (e.g. shovels, saws, etc.), water, and lunch. All volunteers will be required to sign a liability 
waiver in order to volunteer. Volunteers will clear debris, including picking up limbs, sticks, and branches, 
clearing underbrush, cutting wisteria, and clearing kudzu. 
 
The City has established the following dates for City-led cleanups: 
 

- Saturday, August 8th  
- Saturday, August 22nd 
- Saturday, September 26th 
- Saturday, October 24th (in Collaboration with the Annual Stream Cleanup) 
- Tuesday, December 1st (Giving Tuesday) 

 
What if these dates do not work for me or my organization?  
 
If you, your organization, or your business is interested in hosting your own cleanup day at the Cemetery, 
please reach out to Kelsey Carden for scheduling. If scheduled in advance, the City will open and close the 
gates to the cemetery, coordinate parking, provide restroom facilities, and provide for dumpster pickup after 
your cleanup event.  
 
What is the Headstone Etching and Cemetery Mapping event? 

 
The City’s GIS Department uses software to maintain maps of Oak Hill Cemetery, and the City intends to 
use its tools, software, and interns to ID and map existing headstones within Union Cemetery. This would 
allow us to have the first record identifying who is buried where within the Cemetery, cross-referenced 
against the record created by our archivist. However, many of the headstones are degraded. Headstone 
etching offers a means of reading degraded headstones, so that we can gather more information for our 
records.  
 
This event would be a good fit for students or youth civic organizations such as 4H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Griffin High School, Spalding High School, Southern Crescent Technical College, or UGA Griffin. 
However, all organizations or individuals are welcome regardless of organization affiliation. Dates for this 
event will be announced in the future, but if you are interested, please email Kelsey Carden with a Cc to 
Alexa Robinson (arobinson@cityofgriffin.com).  
 
What is the Cemetery Beautification Event? 
After the work of clearing the overgrowth and dead trees at the cemetery is complete, the City will hold a 
Beautification Event intended to add elements to the cemetery that will recognize its place in nature but also 
honor those who are buried there. This event would involve making brick or rock-lined paths, installing bird 
houses, benches, wind chimes, or other items for sustainable outdoor use, and transformation of unsightly 
stumps that cannot be removed from the Property. All installations must be approved in advance of the 
event, and title for these installations would vest with the Property owners upon installation. This event 
would be a good fit for local artists, garden clubs, or others. However, all organizations or individuals are 
welcome regardless of organization affiliation. Dates for this event will be announced in the future, but if 
you are interested, please email Kelsey Carden with a Cc to Alexa Robinson (arobinson@cityofgriffin.com). 
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DONATIONS  
If you aren’t looking to volunteer, you can still help contribute to the Union Cemetery Community Service 
Project through donations. The following donations are needed and would be accepted: 
 

o Equipment and Supplies for the Cleanup (e.g. gloves, goggles, rakes, shovels, handsaws, 
loppers, bug spray, wheelbarrows, etc.)  

o Food for Volunteers (e.g. water, snacks, lunches the day of the cleanup event, etc.) 

o T-Shirts or “Swag” Items for Giveaways (GGB Cemetery Project logo will be added) 

o Business Gift Certificates or Items for a Fundraising Raffle 

o Benches, bird houses, or other beautification elements (must be approved in advance) 

o Monetary Donations for Future Cemetery Care/Maintenance  

Persons, businesses, organizations, or community groups who provide donations for this Project will:  
(1) Receive a donation letter with the City’s EIN, a statement that the donation will be used for a public 
purpose, and an estimated value of the contribution for tax purposes; and (2) Be recognized in a Press 
Release at the end of the Project. 

 
SPONSORSHIPS 
Businesses, organizations, or community groups can also be named as a sponsor of the Griffin Gives Back 
Union Cemetery Project. There are two sponsorship tiers, and the qualifications and benefits for each tier 
are as follows: 

Gold Sponsorship  

Businesses, organizations, or community groups can be named a Gold Sponsor by: 

(1) Making a donation valued at least $2,000.00; and 

(2) Have at least ten (10) volunteers from your organization attend one of the City’s scheduled 
cleanup events together 

Gold Sponsors will:  

(1) Receive a donation letter complete with the City’s EIN, a statement that the donation will be used 
for a public purpose, and an estimated value of the contribution for tax purposes;  

(2) Have its logo on a sign posted at the Cemetery identifying it as a Sponsor for the Griffin Gives 
Back Union Cemetery Project during the course of the Project;  

(3) Be named as a Gold Sponsor for the Project on the City of Griffin website;  

(4) Be named as a Sponsor on the City’s Facebook and on the event signup page for the cleanup event 
that their volunteers will attend;  

(5) Have its logo on the promotional materials for the event that its volunteers will attend; and  

(6) Be recognized in a Press Release at the end of the Project. 

Silver Sponsorship 

Businesses, organizations, or community groups can be named a Silver Sponsor by Making a donation 
valued at least $1,000.00. 

Silver Sponsors will: 
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(1) Receive a donation letter complete with the City’s EIN, a statement that the donation will be used 
for a public purpose, and an estimated value of the contribution for tax purposes;  

(2) Be named as a Silver Sponsor for the Project on the City of Griffin website;  

(3) Be recognized in a Press Release at the end of the Project. 

 

HOSTING & PLANNING A FUNDRAISING EVENT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY 
If your business, faith organization, or community group is interested in hosting or assisting in planning a 
fundraising event for the Cemetery, please contact Kelsey Carden (kcarden@cityofgriffin.com) and Cc 
Alexa Robinson (arobinson@cityofgriffin.com).  
 
Representative(s) from the City will attend, speak, and/or provide the limited records that we have been 
able to find from our Archivist, if desired. The City will also contribute items for a fundraising raffle, if 
available. Subject to preplanning, availability, and coordination with Staff, the City may also assist with 
volunteers for the event and help to promote the event on social media and the City of Griffin website to 
help with the fundraising effort. 
 
All funds raised for these events should be for the future care and maintenance of the Cemetery. 
 
The City and its staff are incredibly passionate about improving the condition of the Cemetery for years to 
come. If you have any suggestions or feedback related to the City’s plan, please let me know. I hope to work 
with you on this historic project.  
        

        Kelsey H. Carden     
      CITY OF GRIFFIN 
      Assistant City Manager of Development Services 
      kcarden@cityofgriffin.com  
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