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Dear Readers, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to announce that 

Street Talk is back in circulation!  A 

publication of the Griffin Main Street 

Program, Street Talk is your information 

source for whatôs new and happening in the 

historic downtown area.  From coffee and 

computers to saddlery and sandwich shops, 

you can find what you need downtown!  

Let Street Talk be your connection to 

downtown events, restaurants, retail, and 

services. 
 

In this edition, read about how you can 

help boost the local economy, learn about 

Griffinôs organizations that focus on 

downtown revitalization, and find out 

which buildings are getting facelifts. 
 

I hope that you like this special edition of 

Street Talk and will look forward to future 

issues.  If you have an interesting story 

idea, are hosting a downtown event, or 

would like to comment about this edition, 

contact me at 770-228-5356, or by email at 

kharris-braggs@cityofgriffin.com.  
 

Enjoy! 

 
Kira Harris-Braggs, Manager 

Griffin Main Street Program 

 

The Griffin Main 

Street Program 

 
Established in 1985, the Griffin Main 

Street Program is a member of a national 

network of more than 1,800 active Main 

Street entities.   
  

As part of the cityôs Planning Department, 

the Main Street Program is a downtown 

economic development vehicle that focuses 

on historic design, economic restructuring, 

promotion, and organization.  The Griffin 

Main Street Program invites community 

involvement and works with other 

downtown groups to bring vibrancy to the 

downtown area. 

visit www.mainstreetgeorgia.org, for 

more information about Georgiaôs Main 

Street movement. To learn more about the 

Griffin Main Street Program and other city 

departments, visit www.cityofgriffin.com. 

 

http://www.downtowngriffinga.org/
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http://www.cityofgriffin.com/


The Griffin Downtown Development Authority 

(DDA) exists to increase economic activity in the 

central business district.  The DDA works to 

bring in new business, attract new development, 

and improve existing businesses and buildings 

through incentives.  Development authorities in 

Georgia are special quasi-governmental units 

that allow them certain powers that your regular 

city departments do not have.  The DDA can buy 

and sell property, redevelop property, issue 

bonds to raise money, and receive grants and 

loans from private, state, and federal sources.   
 

Griffinôs DDA is managed by an executive 
director who reports to a seven-member board 

appointed by the City Board of Commissioners.  

The organization recruits new businesses, helps 

promote current businesses, and coordinates 

public improvement projects, such as streetscape. 

The DDA also manages a façade grant and loan 

program to assist with renovation of downtown 

historic buildings.  Since 2008, façade funds 

have leveraged over $115,000 in building 

improvements. 

 

While the DDA is a separate entity from the 

cityôs Planning Department and Main Street 

Program, it works closely with these entities on a 

number of issues.  The DDAôs main focus is to 

make a more pedestrian-friendly downtown, 

featuring unique shops and restaurants, in which 

people will want to live, work, and play. 

 

For more information about the DDA, contact 

Adam Causey by telephone, 770-233-2901, or  

by email at acausey@cityofgriffin.com  

Griffin Downtown 
Development Authority 

 

Griffin Downtown Council  
 

The Griffin Downtown Council is a membership 

organization made up of business and property 

owners, in addition to civic-minded individuals or 

Friends of the Downtown.  Members of the  

Downtown Council understand the need to focus 

consistently on the economic development  of the 

downtown commercial district and share a strong 

commitment to enhancing the ñlook and feelò of 

downtown.   
 

The group works cooperatively with the Griffin 

Main Street Program to promote the downtown area 

as an interesting place, to live, be entertained, find 

unique shopping experiences, and enjoy diverse 

dining options.   

 

Funds that are raised by the Downtown Council 

are used to strengthen public interest in the 

downtown, via cooperative marketing initiatives and 

special events like June Jam, September Smash, and 

The Downtown Trick-or-Treat Event.  Other 

activities such as The Downtown Christmas Tree 

Lighting, downtown open house events, Mistletoe 

Market, and the Griffin Great & Growing Farmers�¶ 
Market are also co-hosted by the group to attract 

people Downtown. 
 

The Downtown Council strives to keep Griffinôs 

"hometown spirit" alive by encouraging the  

community to support the local economy and stay 

connected to the downtown through participation 

and civic involvement. 
 

For more information about the Griffin  

Downtown Council, contact  

Marcia Collins, owner of the  

Griffin Gallery and Downtown  

Council president, by phone  

at 770-227-9185, or by  

email at galleryg@bellsouth.net. 

 


